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FROM YOUR PARISH JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP      June 2007 appeal 
 
Justice and Peace - You can make a difference! 
 

When all the prisoners in a country are crushed underfoot, 
when human rights are overridden in defiance of the Most High, 
when someone is cheated of justice, does not the Lord see it? 

(Lamentations 3, 34-36) 
 
The "Justice and Peace" group from Our Lady of Peace and Blessed Dominic Barberi parish 
have chosen the following case from Amnesty International for our prayer and support this 
month. We hope you can join your prayers with ours and consider writing a letter or sending 
a fax to the appropriate authority which is listed below.  
 

NEPAL: Sanjiv Kumar Karna, a 24-year-old student, was picnicking with friends in 
Janakpur, Nepal, on 8th October 2003, when he and 10 others were arrested. On the way to 
police detention, they were brutally beaten before being interrogated. Six were 
subsequently released, but Sanjiv Kumar Karna and four friends – Durgesh Kumar Labh, 
Pramod Narayan Mandal, Shailendra Yadav and Jitendra Jha – were never seen again. 
Sanjiv Kumar Karna’s arrest is believed to be linked to his interest in student politics.  
 

According to the National Human Rights Commission of Nepal, the police and the Home 
Ministry deny any police involvement in the arrest while the Nepal Army says that the five 
missing young people were killed in a “police action” on the day of their arrest. There has 
been no confirmation of these claims. 
 

The Nepal Army told Amnesty International that it was not involved. Amnesty is seeking 
clarification about the reports that Sanjiv Kumar Karna was seen in army custody.  
 

Please write, calling on the authorities to establish the whereabouts of Sanjiv Kumar Karna 
and his four friends and to make their findings public. If they are found to be alive, they 
should be released immediately. If they have been killed, the perpetrators must be brought 
to justice. 
 
Please send polite appeals to one or both of the following:  
 
Om Bikram Rana     Mr. Dipendra P. Bista, 
Inspector General of Police       Nepalese Embassy 
Police Headquarters    12A Kensington Palace Gardens 
GPO Box 407      London  
Naxal        W8 4QU 
Kathmandu       Fax (020) 7792 9861 
Nepal 
Fax: +977 14 415 593 or 594 
(Salutation: Dear Inspector General) 
 
 

Optional helpful tips on writing appeals are available at: 
http://www.amnesty.org/campaign/letter-guide.html

 

You can check for updates on the status of previous appeals at: 
http://web.amnesty.org/web/wwa.nsf/activebycountry

 
Thank you.  
 
Your parish Justice and Peace group.  
 

http://www.amnesty.org/campaign/letter-guide.html
http://web.amnesty.org/web/wwa.nsf/activebycountry


 
Today’s second collection is for Peter’s Pence.  
This is the only collection in the whole year which is to support the Vatican directly.  
 

 

From our Bishop, Rt. Rev. Crispian Hollis: 
 

“It is with great sadness and alarm that we have seen a marked rise in the violence directed 
against Iraqi Christians. Within the past few weeks, the murder of Fr. Ragheed Aziz Ganni 
and three sub deacons in Mosul and the kidnapping of Fr. Hanni Abdel Ahad along with five 
young people in Baghdad show the grave risks that Christians face because of their faith. In 
these terrible circumstances, I want to express publicly my support for the Christian 
community and for the heroic witness that priests, lay people and religious are giving 
throughout Iraq. The people of Iraq need our prayers and practical support and I commend 
to you those Catholic agencies working to support the Church within Iraq. I ask the people 
of the Portsmouth diocese to join me in prayer for all those suffering in Iraq and particularly 
for Christians as they face persecution because of their faith.” 
 

Rt. Rev. Crispian Hollis 
Chairman of International Affairs Department of the Bishops Conference of England & Wales 
 
 

 
 

 
Next week: Sunday 1st July is Day for Life. As in previous years, the Bishops have 
authorized a special collection in parishes for Day for Life.  
 

“Blessed is the fruit of your womb” is the theme for this year’s Day for Life – dedicated to 
raising awareness about the meaning and value of human life at every stage and in every 
condition. 
 

Day for Life 2007 will mark the 40th anniversary of the Abortion Act in England and Wales, 
the 10th anniversary of Cardinal Winning’s Pro-Life Initiative in Scotland and the 30th 
anniversaries of Cura in Ireland and of Life Care and Housing in England and Wales. 
 

There will be a second collection in parishes on 1st July to support Day for Life. Proceeds of 
the collection will go principally to the Life organization and the Linacre Centre for 
Healthcare Ethics. There is a Gift Aid form which can be obtained online at 
www.dayforlife.org   Donations can also be made online. Thank you 
 
 

A Bag of Tools 
 
Isn’t it strange that princes and kings 
And clowns that caper in sawdust rings 
And ordinary folk like you and me 
Are builders of eternity? 
 

To each is given a book of rules, 
An hour glass and a bag of tools. 
Each must build ‘ere their time has flown 
A stumbling block… or a stepping stone. 

 

R.L. Sharpe 
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