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Introduction

Welcome to the fourth newsletter dedicated to the OLOP Table Tennis Club
and our OLOP IMPACT teams.

We are now at the climax of a very exciting season for many of our teams,
with no fewer than six with a good chance of gaining promotion and our top
team in the Reading league (OLOP IMPACT A) still slugging it out with
Kingfisher A for the Division 1 title. Whether your fighting for a title or to avoid
relegation, on behalf of the Committee, may | wish you all the very best of luck
over the next few weeks.

Our Junior British League team have finished their season in an excellent
runners-up position in Division 2B. Our Veterans National League teams have
also completed their fixtures, with both OLOP IMPACT and OLOP Merrow
finishing as runners-up in Divisions 1B and 2B respectively. Our two Senior
British League teams complete their season on the weekend of 13-14 March.

Club members featured prominently in the Berkshire Closed Championships,
held at Kingfisher TTC back in mid November, with Wendy Porter winning the
Ladies Singles Title and Daniel Moses the Under 21 title. Liam McTiernan
also won the Reading District Individual Handicap Title for the second
consecutive year. Many congratulations to you all.

Lastl vy, | 6m pl eased t o otiethbeaicTiernanhe exci t i ng
brothers have been called up for England, Liam joins the ETTA Development

Squad and Daniel will play for English Schools at the Primary Schools
International in April.

The Season So Far

With | ess than five games t oatgresenther eds wh

Reading & District League
Division 1

OLOP A are in second place just behind leader Kingfisher A, but have still to
play them again in the last match of the season. Mike Childs has been absent



of late following the birth of the twins. However eleven year old Daniel

McTiernan has played up superbly, winning 9 out of 11 matches. OLOP B

look to have enough to keep out ofthebott om t wo and Mur gydos f orn
very good lately, which is just as well as lan Cole has has been a little

inconsistent by his usual high standard. OLOP C&D are still battling it out to

avoid the dreaded drop to Div 2. The appearance of Mark Hancocks may just

give OLOP C the edge in the run-in. Come on Mike and the lads, prove me

wrong!

Division 3

OLOP F have wobbled in recent fixtures but still look set for promotion with

the young guns Hanson and Daniel still averaging over 75%. OLOP E are

fighting hard for their safety and with Captain Bullion out following surgery,

have had to draft in players from lower leagues on occasion. OLOP G

(University)ar e doomed | 6m afraid. The | ads are h
and their cheery personalities have certainly livened up this league and the

bar on home nights!

Division 4

OLOP H are nearly there, with some excellent victories in recent months.
Steve and Harry seem to score hatricks for fun and the whole team has been
consistently good throughout the campaign. The beers are on you Steve!

Division 5

OLOP I look certain to finish in the half and in Dave Godfrey, they now have a

proven winner at this level. By the way, mymoney 6s on f&thaDiv Di nes
5 Closed title. OLOP J (University) h a v e n 6 t ngleanmatchaall sedson but

will find life in Div 6 next season much more to their liking.

Division 6

My team, OLOP K are currently third and look like just missing out on
promotion. It has been a good season which has seen the emergence of
young players like Daniel Thorne and Jade Fudge, but also new faces such
as Amol and Manish.

A review on how our Cup Teams have fared will follow in the next Newsletter.
John Cunningham Youth League

OLORP Strikers, should comfortably win the league with Hanson Xu and
Danny Ricks undefeated. Our other teams have done well too and some
excellent prospects have emerged, such as Christian Savage and David
Panter who both attend St Dominics School and play as OLOP Eagles. The
all girls team, OLOP Panthers, consiting of Jade Fudge & Fiona Taylor have
kept the boys in check in Div 3 and look set to finish mid table.



Bracknell & Wokingham League
Premier

OLOP A look like winning the Prem, having finished second last term. Mike,
lan and Raf have been the mainstay and all have very respectable averages.
Division 1

The OLOP B & C teams are both in the running for the Div 1 title. OLOP B
have games in hand though and look favourites for the title. A 1-2 finish would
be superb for the club.

British League
Senior League Division 1 South & Midlands

After three rounds, our OLOP IMPACT | team are well placed to mount a
promotion push. They beat the league leaders London Progress in their last
outing and certainly have the personnel to finish in the top two so fingers
crossed.

Senior League Division 3 South & Midlands
Our OLOP IMPACT llteamdi dndot have a great third week

the pace in mid table. In Daniel Moses and Liam McTiernan, they do have two
of the brightest prospects in the Division.
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Junior League Division 2B

OLOP IMPACT made their debut in the Junior British League this season and
were delighted to take away runners-up medals after finishing second in
Division 2B. All three players, Daniel Moses, Liam McTiernan and Sam Nolan,
played well in the second weekend, with the team winning three and drawing
one of their 5 matches. Thanks to Alan Dines for coaching the team and
parents for their terrific support.






Club News

This section is for all other club news, including general announcements and
news stories. Please feel free to share your own news stories with the Editor.

Park Tables Open for Business

Among the many legacies the late John Cunningham has left to table tennis,

surely one of his greatest is the fantastic four new tables that now adorn

Prospect and Palmer Parks. When | heard they were open and in use, | just

had to go and see for myself and what a joy it was to not only see them in all

their glory, but to join in a game of doubles with three local lads who all

thought they were marvellous. It was almost like the great man himself was

| ooking down on us and smiling. |l Om sure t
communities of East & West Reading for many years to come.

Coaching Sessions Proving Popular

Our Sunday morning junior coaching sessions (Beginners and Improvers from
9.30to 11.00 and Intermediates from 11.00 to 12.30) are proving as popular
as ever. The sessions are vey well run by experienced head coach Alan
Dines and newly qualified coach, Wendy Porter. Attendees range from 6 year
old novices to some of our more experienced juniors, who often help out
during the early session. The emphasis is on learning through enjoyment and
challenge.

The talent that has emerged through this tried and tested IMPACT coaching
system in recent years can be seen in the Reading Senior League, where no
fewer than seven OLOP juniors are currently playing in our teams, namely
Daniel Moses, Liam McTiernan & Simon Thorne (OLOP A), Hanson Xu &
Daniel McTiernan (OLOP F) and Daniel Thorne & Jade Fudge (OLOP K).



|l 6d |li ke to add a big thank you to the Sou:
for her assistance with three elite training sessions late last year. Alison has
been very supportive of our juniors since taking on her role at the beginning of
the season.

Young Daniel Selected for England Schools

Daniel McTiernan has been selected to represent English Primary Schools in
the annual seven nation International Tournament for the second year
running, a very rare honour. The team is as strong as it can possibly be this
time too so a gold medal is a realistic prospect. Daniel recently attended an
ITTF World Hopes training course and trial in Sweden where he played
against some of the top Under 12 year olds in Europe and the Americas.



IRINGFISHER]

Liam Called Up for YDS

Not to be outdone, older brother Liam, who is now up to the heady heights of
8" in the ETTA Cadet ranking, has also been selected for the England Youth
Development Squad for the first time. This is an important stepping stone to
becoming a full member of the England international squad.



Berkshire Closed Championship Success

A number of our club players became county champions or finished as
runners-up at the Berkshire Closed Championship in November. Highlights
are as follows:

Ladies Singles Winner i Wendy Porter

Under 21 6isDarlél Moses, Runner-Up 1 Liam McTiernan
Mens Singles Runner-Up i Daniel Moses

Graded Singles Runner-Up i Daniel McTiernan

Mens Doubles Runners-Up i Daniel Moses & Liam McTiernan
Mixed Doubles Runners-Up i Mike Childs & Wendy Porter

Congratulations to those concerned and well done to all our players who
participated in this high quality event.



